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pressing influences that gave us panty

raids and the senior prom. They thought
about God and the universe, and they
tried to have visions, and the boys told the
girls about their revelations, and the girls
told the boys about their revelations, and
then they'd go off 1ogether and protest the
dress code or just find some nice spot 1o
worry. Nobody danced very well, if they
danced at all, and Lord knows, we all
dressed atrociously.

Today's teens may be, as my junior col-
league attests, shallow and superficial, but
that may not be entirely a bad thing. My
generation could've used a little of that —
they might not have been so boring, so
willing to prematurely surrender the one
thing they'd never get again: the space (o
be a kid. They might not have had to
spend their young adulthood, their twen-
ties, in unseemly pursuit of what had been
abandoned when it should have been em-
braced. A good part of a generation can't
get over their childhood because they
never had it to get over. Today's teenagers
at least scem to be aware of their teen-
hood, their special status, and to par-
ticipate in it, make the most of it. They'll
have had that moment; they'll be able to
move on. It may look bad now, but in the
Jong run, you never know, it might work
out for the best. B
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Surfing
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